We made two visits to
Twlcey/ ﬁrS‘(' in 2014 and
then n 2019. AH‘houlg h we
covered much the same
ground, no Two Lu‘(‘(‘erfly

excursions are ever The same.

The second Trip was fwo
weeks later in The year - 2
large difference in terms of
inSect emerdence - and with
the benefit of lessons learned
in terms of productive
versus less productive loca-
tions.

The Scenery was beautiful,
at times spectacular and the
food was excellent, although
as the first visit coincided
with Ramadan, lunch was
Ssometimes Scarce and dinner

served vrather later Than we
would have liked.
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The whole coastal area 1s hot and dry, surting” a number of lau'f‘ferflies that
aren't o be found elsewhere. Here we pho+og‘ raph Millet Skipper, Indian
Grass Blue*, Lebanese Silver—line™, Little Tng’er Blue, Grass Jewel, Lesser
Fier}/ Copyper and Small Desert Blue.

*onl}/ found on our fnr5+ visit

10th July, 2019

There are so many remarkable archaeologica( sifes in
Southern Twlcey) relics of the Roman and Byzar\‘l‘ir\e
periods. In Europe, these would have been ﬁ)ror\g ed
with visitors - here we have The ancient Town of
Korykos pre‘/’f‘y much To ourselves.

A trading centre since The first cemey BC, and an
important town well into the fifth and sixth centu-
ries, the Town spreads over 120 hectares with fwo
castles, one on land and one at sea. A chain cormecﬁng
Them could be raised to prevent enemy ships from
en‘l‘erir\g’ the port, but once it was captured b}/ the
Ottomans in 1471 its 5+ra+eg ic importance was
apparer\‘(‘ly losT.

This had been a productive site dwins’ our visit in
2014, but access to the castle area has been suspended
on our current visit, although we are unable to find
out why. We move on to another site, the ruins of the
ancient city of Kanlidivane, fea‘fwing 2 70m deep
Sinkhole imz/o which criminals were apparen‘(‘ly Tthrown
dwing the Roman times.

In the afternoon, we visit the Goksu Canyon river
valley site near Kargicak, which proves to be an excel-
lent location for The Small Desert Blue. Buﬁerflies are
found in some numbers along the side of the road,
almost always on the same plant.



Even after we leave The coast, we find monuments and ruins around ever
corner. These ma niﬁcen+ remains near Uzuncaburc are a Sur}orisir\g find at The
end of a long” and tiring” day in the field. The structures formed part of the
ancient ci‘l‘y of Olba or Olbe, located in a hilly area at the foot of the Taurus
Mountains.

According to Greek mythology, Olbe had been built by Ajax, the son of Teucer;
it contained a temple of Zeus, whose priest once ruled over all Cilicia Aspera.
The temple would have been closed when Chrisﬁani+y was infroduced during the
persecution of pagans in The (ate Roman Empire. Also featured here are The
remains of The temple of Tyche , and The Olba aquedud'.

10th July, 2019

A number of different species are found here, with the first speci-
mens of Gerhardt's Black Hairstreak nectaring on the roadside
flowers. A high(igh‘(‘ s finding™ Lebanese Adonis Blue which, while
Superﬁcia!ly ap}oearing very similar to the usual Adonis Blue,
attracts attention because 1T seems "Slig h‘Hy different’. As is
often The case, here it is behaviour rather than appearance that
ﬁr5+ Lrings it to notice, but on closer inspection The broad borders
istingush it from P. bellargus.

Lebanese Adonis Blue, Meleagrer 's Blue, Grass Jewel, Tlex, Sloe* and
Blue-spot* Hairstreak, Krueper's Small White, Aeg ean Meadow
Brown.



Moving™ inland To the deep rocky valley
of the Limonlu River in the Taurus
mountains, we find ourselves in a banana

rowing” region. As we eain more
%ﬂlﬁﬂtd% ﬂfé— weather loeimes uhporedict-
able, with ShOWery periods and cloud
among‘S‘l' the sunshine.

1Mth Ju(y) 2019

Among‘ The
inferestin
buﬁ'erflies here,
we fmoi Small
Anatolian Blue,
Lattice Brown,
False Chalkhll
Blue, Aeg ean
Meadow Brown

and Krueper 's
Small White.

Weather is very
chahgeabfe here

Dozens of these
S}oec‘f'acular cat-
erpillars, larvae
of the S}ourg e
Hawkmoth, are
making 2 feast
of the Euphorbia
plants growing
along” The hillside.
\/ery obvious in
thew yellow,
black and red, if
(S Sur}orising
that birds havn't
made a meal of
them.
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Velatar

Here we enjoy spectacular Scenery in The
Aladaglar National Park, on the edge of
the Taurus mountains. We 5‘(‘&)/ in The
village of Cukurbag at a lodge that
features a wonderful cherry orchard -
hwge bowls of which make for a very
|opular dessert.

A wide selection of blues are mud-pud -
oﬂir\g in The Logg‘y areas on The side of
a mountain stream, and aftfer lunch, in
the midst of what initially appears to
be a fair(y unproductive steppe regior\} b
small damp area near an abandoned shed
(S Q‘H'rac_‘(‘ir\g many dif ferent L}/c_aeniolae.

Moving™ on a little further, we encounter
many Steppe Browns and Grayling's on
the arid slopes of a steep rocky valley.
They are difficult to follow, and almost : . iy A f R oA
tmpossible To see once They've settled 4 . / . : ) el o FO R Rl
among™ the boulders.
Sigbert's Blue, Hermit, Odd-spot Blue, Geranium Argus, Anatolian Green-underside Blue, White-banded Grayling, Oriental Steppe Brown, Odd-spot Blue, Loew's Blue.




Topuz Dadi

15th Ju(y/ 2019

Revisited after six years, this productive spot
is still a veliable location for ery Blues, here
clustered around the same clump of fIOWers
as on our previous visit. There are Two con-
trasting areas at this location; the path to
the side of the cultivated areas, and the dry
roclc}/ slopes of the hillside just above, home
to a number of diverse large SQ‘(‘yridQe. These
latter fly rapid!y on The breeze, Then go to
ground deep amor\gm‘ the grass, making

pho‘(‘og ra}ohy aiifﬁcul‘('.

Hig hlig hts here are Great Steppe C*,ray!ir\g :
Eros Blue, Mithridates, Firdussi's and Ripart's
Anomalous Blue, Amasian Sa'fyr , Lebanese
Anomalous Blue, Taw;'\y Rockbrown, Iphigenia
Blue and Turkish er}/ Blue.

In the afternoon we visit the Zelve open-air
museum. An ancient ci‘(‘}/ fea‘('wing remarkable
examples of houses, churches and even wineries
that had been carved out of the soft sand-
stone. Here we see Blues lyins‘ around The
Bladder Sennas but ‘(‘hey never Settle, so we
are unable fo cor\fvrm whether these are Tolas
or Long—‘failed Blues.



Quite unforgrettable

Remarkable Scenery here in Capjeadocia, 13 . (# - 1
a;o}oarenﬁ}/ caused ini‘(‘ia(ly b}/ erosion, O Y‘@ 6 ; 17 i
Followed by locals carving” out homes, : j “'P e
churches and even wineries from the soft 7 : el p il ="
rocks left from volcanic deposits. XN ey

Lots of tourists from all over the
world, and we have }oler\‘{'}/ of time to
explore This remarkable reg 1on.

13th-14t1h July, 2019

This area 1S dr}/ -
real(y oiry. We
follow a frack
leading down
from the Orta-
hisar lookout
spot where we
find Persian
Friﬁ!lary} but
not a gre:d‘ deal
else of interest.

Hot and dusty,
but we have a
couple of excel -
lent meals at
this restaurant.
in The fore-
gow\oi

Also, rarely for
this part of
kae}/) beer
was available
(although not
on the menu,
wink , wink).




Not far from the amazir\g‘ Scenery around Goreme 1S A dry
roadside site where we'd been lwclcy enough to find Nog’e( o
Hawstreak on our earlier visit. This fime we invesﬁg ate the
site in Some detail, but fail to discover this in‘f‘ereﬁ'f‘ir\g
speues agam.

We then set off on a long drive east, past the
huge sprawling city of Kayseri, through country
that is becoming” increasing ly arid. Towards the end
of the afternoon, we stop at the ZiyareTL Pass, lay
now qui‘(‘e cold and overcast at 1900m.

This last is a desolate spot, but we eventually
discover a sheltered pond where a number of Species
are roosﬁng i induoﬁng goooi Specimens of Loew's
Blue.

14th Ju(y/ 2019

/\/os‘el 's Hairstreak ™ Poseidon Blue, Loew's Blue, Iphigenia Blue,
Eastern Brown Arg us, Great Steppe Grayling’, Freyer's TQWY
Rockbrown, Klug s T:.)Wn}/ Rockbrown, Orang e Hermit, Levantine
gkip}oer.



15+th July, 2019

A number of ir\‘(‘eresﬁr\g and varted locations
around the town of Giirlin, where we stay in
3 qutimLeSSemLia( roadhouse, Servicing long -
distance buses ‘(‘ravelling between Istanbul,
Ankara and Teheran. A}O}oarer\‘('ly the )owney
Fakes around 40 hours!

Here we start E}/ exploring” a steep arid
hillside Fo The north of Darende, where The
main TLargeTLS are The larger §a+yrioiae. We
have our usual inferaction with the local
police — This Time ‘(‘hey Seem Sa‘('isﬁeoi with
our S‘for}/ - before we move to a small garden
where the drip img ation Sy5+em has
attracted a number of species.

We then travel a short distance To Giinpinar,
where we stop at an apricot orchard with
numerous blues and a Scarce Swallowtail, The
picture of which is now on my wall. Here we
are treated to a feast of apricots Ly the
resident farming” family.

N

o TE . L )
i J{ii'ﬁ'-{"}"" v

. k! L
o “.‘.ﬂ“z.- 3

<pina

> = Scarce Swallowtal, Lattice Brown, Hermit, Saadi's Heath, Eastern

sy

Wood White, Adonis Blue, Turkish er}/ Blue, Poseidon, Small and

% Anomalous Blue, Inky Skeipper, Lesser Fiery Copper, Sahdy Grizzled

§/<ip}oer , Anatolian TQWV\}/ Rockbrown .

In the afternoon,
we visit The
Gokpinar Lake
recion where
Lattice Heaths
are fovmd on the
lakeside free
Frunks, and take
th an adjacent
cow pasture
with largre
numbers of
coppers and
blues.




After checking” out of the Giriin roadhouse, we make our first stop just north of the Town, where
we Spend tThe momir\g exploring an ard valley populated with a number of largrer §a+}/ri0|5 = ;oarﬁcularly
Hermits. Here at least ﬂae}/ seftle on flowers, making for rather more attractive }ohofog raphs than in
Their usual cryfﬂ"ic position on the bare earth.

Movir\g on, we pass a location where, on the previous Trip, we had stopjed for lunch and found
Bosman Blues and Levantine Skip}oers among” 2 host of mudl-puddlers.

On arriving in Zara, we unpack at our hotel in the centre of Town and affer chedcir\g in, we take a
walk along” the bank of the Kizilirmak River. Here we are in 2 delighﬁfu! hillside location, 2 Sunny
meadow overlooked by cragey cliffs, which hosts many butterflies including™ Lesser Lattice Brown in
some numbers and the first Lulworth Skippers of the trip.

17th July, 2019

Dusky Meadow Brown, Dusky Steppe Brown, Klug's Taw;'\y Rockbrown, Lulworth Skipper, Meleag er's Blue, SomL}/ Copper, Dark Green Friﬁ((ar}/) Bosnian Blue, Lesser Lattice Brown.




The following™ day we head out on the highway east, stopping”
some 10km out of Zara at an attractive grassy area by the side
of the road. This proves To be a good spot for Some 01{ the larger
§a+yriois. It is Then time for lunch, and a few kilometres further
on, We discover the Palanin Yert, a roadhouse serving™ Tranian Fruck
drivers, which does an excellent baked moussaka—TLy}oe dish.

Moving on, we stop again east of the Kizil Dagi Pass, at the
Cobanli Stream, the spot where ;oreviowsly we'd had our first
interaction with the police. As the day wears on, we stop at our
final butterfly location, the Sakalfutan Pass. The weather
becomes cloudy, and it is rather (ate in the day lay now, with little
to see at This desolate spot, so we move on to our hotel.

Nex+ day. we drive To a mountain location near the vi((ag e of Cagla}/an , Where an underground
stream comes gushing” out of a cave in the limestone hills, feeding a muddy area where a local
go;r('heroi (S W;r('erir\g her herd. We frek up the valley, finding” several puddling spots along'side a
smaller stream, where we pick up photographs of a number of interesting species. On our earlier
Trip here we'd found both Levantine and Large Silver-line, but This time such Species are
unforthcoming..

The puddling spots are certainly productive, with good shots of Krueper's Small White, Aedon
Blue and Grey Asian Grayling. A local carrying” a large shotgun tells us rather brusquely to get
off the mountain, although he gives no indication why. Fortunately by now we are on our wa
back. Somewhat strangely, having™ looked out for Silver-lines all the way up and down the valley,
we fail To see any until just 100m short of where the vehicle had been left earlier in the morning”.
Here one hangs around just long™ enough for a guick picture before flying” away, never fo be seen
again in spite of some enthusiastic seaching.

Al in all; a cha(ler\girg but rewamiir\g location on both our trips.

Apollo, False Chalkhill Blue, Lebanese Silver-line, Grey Asian Grayling, Aedon Blue, Zephyr Blue,
Krueper's Small White, Ssmdy Grizzled Skipper, White-banded Grayling, Lebanese Silver -line,
Large* and Levantine™ Silver-line, Aedon Blue, Bosnian Blue, Krueper's Small White, Zephyr Blue,
Eastern Brown Arg us, Ding y Skipper, Mountain Small White, T;\wny Rockbrown .

17-18th July, 2019
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We stop at a oie!igm"ful location on the way To Erzerum; the Kop
Pass near Tanyeri, where warm sunny weather brings out Some mag -
nifvcen‘f‘ bu‘(’“f‘erflies. The fvrS‘f‘ 'f‘hir\g we notice 1S Lesser Lattice
Browns on thistles, and then shortly afterwards a Yellow-legged
Tortoiseshell on The same flowers. As T push up the valley, T find
more Yellow-legged on and around The Thistles, +oge+her with
Brimstones, while a puoioiling spot Ly The side of The road has
attfracted some of the hig her alfitude Lycaenioi;\e species. This 1S an
excellent spot, but all foo soon it is time to leave.

SMLSequer\'Hy we check into The Erzerum hotel, and Take the cable
car To the summit of Palandéken Mountain, before STLarTLing 3 walk
back down to the bottom. Near the top we find a single specimen
of Menetries' Clouded Yellow, which leads us on an extended chase
before we manage fo g‘e‘(‘ e pho‘(‘ogra}f)h} and a few Large Blues, my
ﬁrS‘f' of the ‘(‘rip) with a number of other species at a damp S}oo‘f'
on The way down, including” Scarce Copper and Russian Heath.

Lesser Lattice Brown, Scarce Copper, Menetries' Clouded Yellow,

Ye((ow—leg g ed Tortoseshell, Russian Heath, Larg‘ e Blue, Damon Blue,
Loew's Blue, Balkan Copjoer, False Grayling !

19th Ju(y} 2019
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20th July, 2019

Here we stop atf a Sunny and warm voadside location along -
side a small river, with a very productive flov/ering bush
that s a‘f‘(‘racﬁng numerous Species. Fier}/ Copyer, a hig h
alfrtude species, and False Grayling” give }oler\'(‘y of oppor-
tunities for photogiaphs, whilst Hi Blue is a (itte more
‘f'an‘/'alising‘} generally S‘f‘ayir\g well out of reach.

Lunch is at a small roadside cafe that seems delighted at
our presence, and photographs with all The hosts are nec-
essary before we can (eave.

In the afternoon, we visit the spectacular Tortum Water-
falls, an impressive sicht, although there is little to see
here in Terms of lou‘("/‘erflies.

Fiery Copper, Anatolian Fiery Copper, Tonian Emperor,
Southern Comma, False Grayling, Hi Blue, Jersey Tigeer,
Turkish Furry Blue, Eastern Rock erayling



We drive ﬁ)roug h the doomed Town of Yusefili,
about fo be flooded for a new hyoiro—elecﬁ'ic
scheme, Joefore checlcir\g into our accommodation
which (s along: side a trout farm in the Altipar-
mak viver valley. As we drive along” the river,
the Seenery g efs ever more spectacular. This is
The area in which Abmet Baytas, The author of
Bu‘("('erflies of Turlce}/} did a lot of his ear(}/
studies, having” grown up in the village of
Yay!a(ar.

- T ——

A muddy track before the village of Mikelis has
atfracted a large number of Luﬁerflies in the late
morr\ir\g sunshine. Here we find bee hives protected
lo}/ a substantial electric fence - a}oparenﬂy P
hecessary to protfect the honey From marauding”
bears.

We Then tTake lunch nestled in the shadows of the
Kackar Mountains, at the Olgunlar restaurant in
Yaylalar. Here the road ends and the well-travelled
overland frack Fo The Black Sea begins.

Damon and Turguoise Blue, ‘(‘oge‘(‘her with Caucasian
Spotted Friﬁl(ar}/ are highlig hts on the muddy
frack, while Balkan Copper, Apollo and Lederer's
Heath are found further up the valley along: Sidle
the mountain Stream. Whilst some participants
climb higher} TLhey don 't find any additional igh
alfitude species. e -

Caucasian Spotted Fritillary, Apollo, Damon Blue, Grey Asian Grayling’, Lederer's Heath, Turquoise Blue, Balkan Copper, Bosnian Blue, Seoteh Arg us, Turkish Mazarine Blue.

215t July, 2019




Lokl ..

For us, the last da}/ of expedition, and some familiar locations from
the previous Trip alongside the Coruh River valley. T am pleased to
rediscover the White-bordered Grayling in the same spot as on tThe
last wisit, as my Pho+og‘ raphs of This attractive species had been
underexposed at the fime. They are in The same Shaoiy c(earir\g L but on
this occasion T am bettfer prepared with my flash exposures. Mario s
taken away in a police vehicle }/d‘ again, while I am in‘(‘errog ated b
the Jandarma with the help of Google Translate. We evenf‘uall}/ estab-

lish our innocence.

On this trip we walk deeper into the valley to a Sheltered meadow,
where we all manage to g‘eWL pictures of a female Short-Ttailed Blue
ege (aying‘) before we explore a couple of other areas nearby. Here a
Silver -spotted Skipper puts in an appearance, but doesn't stop for
}oho‘{'og raphs. G‘h'ange(y/ we run into The same resident g entlemen
we'd encountered five years earlier, with whom we had a chat in
French.

At the end of the day, we return fo the hotel in Erzerum where we
ovemig ht before !eavir\g for home. With my flig ht not de}oarﬁr\g until
late in the afternoon, T take the opportunity to visit this historic
ety with Andrew where we en}oy a very pleasant lunch in the open air
Le{ére ﬁ’ave((ing to the airport.

Short-tailed Blue, Freyer’s Graylir\g ; Or;mg‘ e Hermit, White-bordered
Gra {ing‘} Silver -spotted Skipjper.
e g



